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ERASMUS FOUNDATION
Nether lands Austral ian Cul tural  Society Incorporated

CONSTITUTION
NAME

1. The name of the Society shal l  be Erasmus Foundat ion Nether lands
Austral ian Cul tural  Society Incorporated (hereinafter in th is
Const i tut ion cal led " the Societv" )  .

OBJECTS
2. The objects of  the Society shal l  be:

(a) To fami l iar ise Austral ians and Nether landers wi th the
cul ture of  the Nether lands and Austral ia.

(b) To promote understanding and fr iendship between
Austral  ians and Nether landers.

(c)  To undertake, sponsor and support  a l I  such act iv i t ies as
shal l  be in the opinion of  the Execut ive Commit tee of
the Society designed to achieve the objects set  out in
sub-paragraphs (a) and (b) hereof.

(d) To accept donat ions and apply the same for the purposes
of the Society.

RESTRICTION ON DISTRIBUTION
3. The Society is prohibi ted f rom making any distr ibut ion (whether

in property,  money or otherwise) to i ts members PROVIDED
however that  th is rule shal I  not  prevent payment in good fai th
of  remunerat ion to any Off ice Bearers of  the Society or the
re- imbursement of  expenses incurred by any member of  the
Soc i  ety.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
4. (a) The business of  the Society shal l  be managed by an

Execut ive Commit tee.
(b) The Execut ive Commit tee (al l  of  whom shal l  be members of

the Society)  shal l  comprise the fol lowing Off ice Bearers:-
(  i  )  A President,  a Vice-President,  a Secretary,

a Treasurer and an Execut ive member in charge of
planning and programming, al I  of  whom shal l  be
elected as is provided in th is Const i tut ion;  and

( i i )  The immediate Past President dur ing the year
immediately succeeding his term of of f ice as
Pres i  dent .

(c )  Ret i r ing Off ice Bearers shal  I  be eI  ig ib le for  re-elect ion.
(d) The elect ion of  Off ice Bearers shal l  take place at  the

AnnuaI General  Meet ing of  the Society and Off ice Bearers
shal I  hold of f ice f rom that date unt i l  the date of  the
next succeeding Annual  General  Meet ing.

5.  The Execut ive Commit tee may co-opt a member or members of
the,  Society to the Execut ive Commit tee or such Sub-Commit tees
as i t  deems necessary.

6.  AI I  Sub-Commit tees of  the Society shal l  be responsible to and
subject  to the control  of  the Execut ive Commit tee.
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7. The President shal l  be an ex-of f ic io member of  aI l
Sub-Commit tees of  the Society.

8.  The Execut ive Commit tee may appoint  an Adviser or Advisers
(who need not be a member of  the Society!  in order to assist
any Sub-Commit tee.

9.  Every member of  the Society shal I  he bound by the decis ions
of the Execut ive Commit tee.

10. (a) The Execut ive Commit tee shal l  meet at  Ieast  once every
two months for  the purpose of  t ransact ing the business
of the Society.

(b) The President (or in his absence the Vice-President)
shal l  be the Chairman of  the Execut ive Commit tee.

(c)  The Chairman shal l  have a cast inq as weII  as a
de I  i  berat  i  ve vole ,

11.  Three members of  the Execut ive Commit tee shal l  const i tute a
quorum of that  Commit tee.

72. (a) The of f ice of  an Off ice Bearer of  the Society or of  an
co-opted member of  the Execut ive Commit tee becomes vacant
i f  the Off ice Bearer or member:-

( i )  ceases to be a member of  the Society;
(  i  i  )  becomes an insolvent under administrat ion wi th in the

meaning of  the Companies (Victor ia)  Code; or
( i i i )  resigns hls/her of f ice by not ice in wr i t ing given to

the Secretary.
(b) Any casual  vacancy occurr ing on the Execut ive Commit tee

shal l  be f i l led by the remaining members of  that  Commit tee.
(c)  Dur ing the absence on Ieave of  any member of  the Execut ive

Commit tee the remaining members of  the Execut ive Commit tee
may appoint  a member of  the Society to deput ise for  such
absent member.

(d) Any Off ice Bearer of  the Society desir ing to resign from
his/her of f ice shal l  not i fy the Execut ive Commit tee in
wri t ing at  least  seven days pr ior  to the date of  h is/her
resignat ion.

MEMBERSHIP
13. (a) Subject  to sub-clause (c)  membership of  the Society shal l

be open to persons aged sixteen and over.
(b) Membership of  the Society shal l  consist  of  the fo l lowing

types: -
(  i  )  Fami ly membership.

( i i )  SingIe persons over the age of  18 years.
( i i i )  Persons over the age of  16 years at tending ful l

t ime at  a school ,  Universi ty or other place of
learning (  in th is Const i tut ion caI Ied "student
members" )  .

(  iv)  Honorary Members.
(  c )  Fami Iy l . lembership shal  I  consist  of  a husband and/or

wife and their  chi ldren provided that such chi ldren shal l
not  be over the age of  s ixteen years.

(d) Honarary } tembership shaII  be conferred upon such person
or persons as the Execut ive Commit tee shal l  f rom t ime to
t ime select ,  in recol ln i t ion of  outstanding service given
by such person to the Society.
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REGISTER OF MEMBERS
14. The Secretary shal I  keep and maintain a register of  members in

which shal l  be entered the ful l  name. address and date of
entry of  the name of each member and the register shal I  be
avai lable for  inspect ion by members at  the address of  the
Publ ic Off  i  cer.

PATRON
The Execut ive Commit tee may obtain a Patron for the Society.

MEMBERSHiP PRIViLEGES
16 .  Membersh ip Pr i  v i  Ieges consi  st

at tend al I  meet ings,  Iectures
Soc i  ety .

MEMBERSHIP PROPOSAL
L7. (a) Appl icat ion for  membership of  the Society shal I  be made

in wr i t ing on the prescr ibed form, supported by the
signature of  one member.

(b) The member s i 'gning any appl icat ion form on behal f  of  any
proposed member shaII  provide the Execut ive Commit tee with
such part iculars concerning that member as the Execut ive
Commit tee shal l  f rom t ime to t ime require.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS
18. The elect ion of  members to the Society shal I  be made from

time to t ime by the Execut ive Commit tee and any such elect ion
shal l  be subject  to the payment by the proposed member of  the
annual  subscr ipt ion for  the current year wi th in two months of
his elect ion PROVIDED that the Execut ive Commit tee may extend
the t ime for payment of  such subscr ipt ion for  such further
per iod as i t  may determine.

RESIGNATION OF MEMBERSHIP
19. Ary member may resign his membership at  any t ime by not ice in

wri t ing to the Secretary and such membership shal I  cease on
and from the date of  receipt  of  such not ice PROVIDED THAT
notwithstanding such resignat ion such member shal l  be l iable
for the payment of  h is current subscr ipt ion to the Society.

CONDUCT OF MEMBERS
20. The Execut ive Commit tee shal l  have the power to repr imand,

suspend, accept the resignat ion of  ,  expel  or  cancel  the
membership of  any member who shal l  infr inge any of  the
provis ions of  th is Const i tut ion,  or  whose conduct shal l  in the
opinion of  the Execut ive Commit tee render such member unf i t
for  membership of  the Society.

2L. Notwithstanding the provis ions of  the previous clauser t ro
member shal l  be suspended or expel led wi thout having been
f i rst  summoned before a meet ing of  the Execut ive Commit tee to
show cause why his membership should not be terminated and
unless two-thirds of  the members of  the Execut ive Commit tee
then present shal l  vote for  such suspension or expuls ion.

of the r ight  of  a member to
and social  funct ions of  the
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LIABILITY OF MEMBERS
22. A Special  Meet ing (cal led for  that  purpose) may resolve by a

major i ty of  three-fourth of  the members present and vot ing
that aI I  the members shal l  pay a levy ( to be imposed by that
Meet ing) for  the purposes of  the Society,  PROVIDED that not
more than one levy per year shal  I  be made and that no levy
shal  I  exceed more than twenty percent of  the annual
subscr ipt ionsrand any such resolut ion shal l  determine the date
by which such levy shal l  be paid.  Any such levy shal I  for  the
purposes of  the recovery thereof f rom such member be deemed
to be a subscr ipt ion due by that member.

WiNDING UP OR CANCELLATION
23, I f  upon the winding-up or dissolut ion of  the Society there

remains,  af ter  sat isfact ion of  a l l  i ts  debts and i iabi l i t ies,
any property,  whatsoever,  the same shal l  not  be paid to or
distr ibuted among the members of  the Society but shal I  be given
or t ransferred to some other Associat ion having simi lar  objects
as the Society and which shal l  prohibi t  the distr ibut ion of  i ts
income and property amongst i ts members to an extent at  Ieast
as great as is imposed on the Society,  such organisat ion to be
determined by the members of  the Society at  or  before the t ime
of dissolut ion and in defaul t  thereof by such judge of  the
Supreme Court  of  Victor ia as may have, or acquire,  jur isdict ion
in the matter.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONs
24. (a) Membership fees wi l l  be determined by the Execut ive

Commit tee and may be amended from t ime to t ime by
resolut ion of  the Execut ive Commit tee.

(b) The Society may in General  Meet ing determine that aI I  new
members thereafter admit ted to membership or to be
adrni t ted as f rom a speci f ied date shaI l  pay an Entrance
Fee, and may determine or vary the amount thereof.  Any
such amount determined in accordance with th is sub-clause
shal  I  for  the purposes of  recovery thereof f rom such
member be deemed to be a subscr ipt ion due by the member
concer ned .

ARREARS OF SUBSCRIPTIONS
25. The annual  subscr ipt ion of  the Society shal l  be payable

immediately fo l lowing the Annual  General  Meet ing and any
member whose subscr ipt ion remains in arrears one month af ter
the date of  the Annual  General  Meet ing shal l  be deemed to be
unf inancial  so Iong as such subscr ipt ion remains unpaid and
may be suspended by the Execut ive Commit tee f rom the
pr iv i leges of  membership or his membership may be cancel led
pursuant to the provis ion of  Rule 20 of  th is Const i tut ion.

FUNDS OF THE SOCIETY
26. AII  moneys of  the Society shal l  be banked as soon as is

pract icable in the Bank or Banks of  the Society and in the
name of the Society.
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ACCOUNTS
27. (a) Proper books and accounts of  the Society shal l  be

maintained by the Treasurer and the Treasurer shaII  submit
a Statement of  the f inancial  af fa i rs of  the Society at
each meet ing of  the Execut ive Commit tee.

(b) Except as is otherwise provided in these RuIes aI I
expendi ture of  the Society shal l  be author ised by the
Execut ive Commit tee and aI l  accounts shal l  be submit ted
by the Treasurer for  approval  of  the Execut ive Commit tee
before being paid.

(c)  AI I  cheques drawn on any Bank Account of  the Society
shal I  be s igned by any two of  the President,  the
Secretary,  the Treasurer or such other person as the
Execut ive Commit tee may appoint  for  the purpose.

(d) The Financial  year of  the Society shal l  commence on the
First  day of  JuIy and the Treasurer shal l  prepare and
submit  an Audi ted Statement of  Accounts and Balance Sheet
as at  the 3Oth day of  June to the Annual  General  Meet ing.

(e) The books and accounts referred to in sub-clause (a) shal l
be avai lable for  inspect ion by members.

AUDITOR
2A. An Audi tor  shal l  be elected at  each Annual  General  Meet ing and

a Ret i  r ing Audi  tor  shal  I  be el  ig ib le for  re-elect ion.

GENERAL MEETINGS.
29. (a) An Annual  General  Meet ing of  members shal l  be held dur ing

the month of  October in each year at  such place and t ime
as the Execut ive Commit tee shal l  decide.

(b) Seven members of  the Society shal I  form a quorum at any
General  Meet ing.

(c)  The President or in his absence the Vice-President shal l
act  as chairman at  aI l  General  Meet ings of  the Society.

(d) The Chairman shal l  have a cast inq as weII  as a
deI iberat i  ve vote.

(e) Not ice of  every Generai  Meet ing of  members shal l  be sent
to every member not less than fourteen days before the
date of  the proposed Meet ing.  Such Not ice shal l  state the
objects of  the Meet ing and shal i  be accompanied by a
nominat ion form for Off ice Bearers.

( f )  Nominat ions for Off ice Bearers shaII  c lose seven days
before the date of  the Annual  General  Meet ing and shal l  be
in wr i t ing in such form as is prescr ibed by the'Execut ive
Commi t tee.

(g) Any member of  18 years and over may vote in wr i t ing on any
speci f ic  matter provided such vote is Iodged with the
Secretary of  the Society pr ior  to the commencement of  the
Annual General  Meet ing.  Speci f ic  proxies shal l  be admit ted
at the AnnuaI General  Meet ing.

(h) Should a quorum not be present wi th in 30 minutes of  the
advert ised t ime for commencement of  any General  Meet ing,
the Meet ing shal I  be adjourned unt i l  the same day and hour
in the fo l lowing week. Should a quorum not be present
within 30 minutes of  the prescr ibed t ime for commencement
of  the adjourned meet ing such meet ing shal l  be abandoned.

5



30. (a) The Presldent may or the Secretary (at  the direct ion of
the Execut ive Commit tee) shal  I ,  caI  I  a Special  General
Meet ing of  the Society.

(b) The Execut ive Commit tee shaII ,  on receiv ing a request in
wri t ing s igned by not less than seven members (such not ice
to state the object  of  such Meet inq) direct  the Secretarv
to cal l  a Special  Meet ino.

VOTING
31. (a) The elect ion of  of f ice Bearers of  the society at  any

General  Meet ing shal l  be by secret  bal lot .
(b)  Al l  other quest ions for decis ion at  any General  Meet ing

shal I  be determined by a show of hands unless a bal lot  be
cal led for  by not less than two members present.

(c)  A fami ly membership ent i t les only one member of  that
fami ly to a vote and the person vot ing on behal f  of  that
fami ly shal l  not  be less than 18 years of  age.

NOTICES
32. Any Not ice under th is Const i tut ion shal I  be deemed to have

been suff ic ient ly given i f  in wr i t ing and posted to the
address shown in the Society 's Register of  members;  and shal l
be deemed to have been received by members upon the expirat ion
of 2 working days from the t ime of  post ing thereof.

ALTERATION OF RULES AND STATEMENT OF PURPOSES
33. These RuIes and the Statement of  Purposes of  the Society shaII

not be al tered except in accordance with the Associat ions
Incorporat ion Act 1981.

SEAL
34. (a) The Common SeaI of  the Society shal l  be kept in the custody

of the Secretary.
(b) The Common SeaI shal l  not  be af f ixed to any instrument

except by the author i ty of  the Execut ive Commit tee and the
aff ix ing of  the common seal  shal l  be at tested by the
signatures of  two members of  the Execut ive Commit tee.

CUSTODY OF RECORDS
35. Except as otherwise provided in these Rules,  the Secretary

shal l  keep in his custody or under his control  a l l  books,
documents and secur i t ies of  the society,  and these books,
documents and secur i t ies shal l  be avai lable for  inspect ion by
members.

SOURCES OF FUNDS
36. The sources from which the funds of  the incorporated Society

are to be or may be der ived are:  membership fees,  entrance fees
and levies paid by members of  the Society and donat ions and
funct ion-contrbut ions made to the Societv.

DATE OF COMMENCEMENT
37. Pursuant to a resolut ion of  a General  Meet ing of  the members

of the society held on the 15th day of  october 1991 this
Const i tut ion shal l  take ef fect  as f rom 15th October 1991.
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